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STATE OF WASHINGTON

GOVERNOR’S COMMITTEE ON DISABILITY ISSUES AND EMPLOYMENT

Employment Security Department   P.O. Box 9046, MS: 6000  Olympia, Washington  98507-9046
Olympia (360) 902-9362   (360) 586-4600 Fax

Spokane (509) 482-3854
March 15, 2016
TO:
Students, Parents, Educators, Sponsors & Other Interested Parties
FROM:
Karen Adams, Chairperson,

Youth Leadership Forum

Chris Carnell, Chairperson
Governor’s Committee on Disability Issues and Employment
Debbie Himes, Program Coordinator

Youth Leadership Forum

SUBJECT:
Washington State’s 14th Annual

Youth Leadership Forum for High School 

Students with Disabilities

Location: Western Washington University, Bellingham
Date: July 25 – 30, 2016
The Governor’s Committee on Disability Issues and Employment (GCDE) is inviting students with disabilities to apply to Washington State’s 16th Annual Youth Leadership Forum (YLF) and we are asking for your help in recruiting students to apply.  Please note that students do not have to be receiving services to apply for this Forum.  Completed applications must be submitted email or US Mail and postmarked no later than (June 1, 2016).  This year, 35-50 students with disabilities will be selected to attend.

The Forum is designed for students (ages 16-21) with disabilities that are incoming high school juniors, seniors (as of July 1, 2016) and 2016 high school graduates or students still receiving transition services from their high schools, who want to be or are leaders in their schools and communities.  It is an opportunity to continue to learn the skills of leadership and citizenship as well as developing personal and social skills.  
The Youth Leadership Forum is a cooperative project with the state Governor’s Committee on Disability Issues and Employment, Division of Vocational Rehabilitation (DVR), Liberty Mutual Insurance, the Department of Services for the Blind, Camelot Society, Disability Rights Washington and other organizations and individuals.  The funding received allows us to offer this Forum at NO COST TO STUDENTS or PARENTS. 
To receive the fillable Word YLF Student Application or if a student needs a paper application or help filling out the application, or if you have any questions, please  contact Debbie Himes, (360) 902-9362 or dhimes@esd.wa.gov.  
We sincerely appreciate your assistance in making certain that all interested students have an opportunity to apply to attend the Forum.

Thank you!!

MORE INFORMATION!!
Youth Leadership Forum
The Washington State Youth Leadership Forum (YLF) for High School Students with Disabilities is an innovative, intensive five-night, six-day leadership training program for upcoming high school juniors and seniors with disabilities.  Delegates are selected from around the state to gather at Western Washington University in Bellingham, to cultivate leadership, citizenship and social skills.

In the past fifteen years of the YLF, approximately 600 high school students have attended this program.

Who does the YLF target?  
It is critical that youth with disabilities learn to identify themselves with pride as individuals and as members of the very accomplished disability community.  By providing professional guidance and an atmosphere of encouragement, the Washington State YLF has challenged delegates since 2000 to rise and provide influence for a greater and more accepting society.

Who are the students that participate in the Youth Leadership Forum?
Young people who have disabilities and who are interested in developing:

· Leadership skills

· Transition Planning

· Community Involvement

· Advocacy

· Employment Opportunities

What will happen at the Forum?
We will . . . 
1. Provide delegates a framework of disability history and an atmosphere of encouragement;

2. Offer peers with common challenges and experiences the opportunity to learn from one another, and experience the college atmosphere;

3. Bring together young people with disabilities from around the state who are or want to become leaders;

4. Share information with each other.  Educational programs will include such topics as “transitional service, vocational planning, advocacy, the history of disability as a culture, how to apply for and interview for employment, job shadowing opportunities and assistive technology for independence, etc.”  Presenters who will meet with students include community leaders with disabilities, disability organizations (state/federal/local), legislators and other professionals;
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5. Identify existing barriers to personal and professional success and develop plans to deal with those barriers;

6. Assist delegates in developing their “Personal Leadership Plan” which will include specific action plans to complete when they return to their communities.
(The Forum also includes small group discussions with fellow students, large group presentations by successful community leaders, speakers, outdoor activities, a dance, a talent show, a formal luncheon with community leaders, etc.)

Why do we have the Forum?

Young people with disabilities have more opportunities and more challenges than at any other time in our nation’s history.  With the passage of the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) in 1990, you have unprecedented opportunities to fully develop as constructive, contributing members of our society.  However, we recognize that you may need encouragement and information about resources to develop as leaders in your communities.  

Our Forum allows you to learn from each other and from successful adults with disabilities or who represent persons with disabilities and who are recognized leaders and role models.  Such a Forum benefits not only you, but also all young people with disabilities, your communities in general, and the adults who assist in producing the Forum.

What are the results after the YLF? 

The delegates will take with them an obligation to follow through on goals outlined in their Personal Leadership Plans that they have written for themselves.  In addition, follow-up activities include; access to mentorships and internships to continue networking activities.  Often, alumni return to the YLF as Peer Counselors and Counselor Leads.

Will there be more Forums in the future?
This will be the 16th Youth Leadership Forum for High School Students with Disabilities, held in Washington State.  It is anticipated that the Governor’s Committee on Disability Issues and Employment will continue to make the Forum an annual event.

Who is the Governor’s Committee on Disability Issues and Employment (GCDE)?

The GCDE is a volunteer organization, made up of persons with disabilities, family members of persons with disabilities, advocates and public and private disability organizations, appointed by the Governor, which conducts a variety of programs 
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for persons with disabilities.  The volunteer members receive staff support from employees of the Washington State Employment Security Department.
What other organizations have contributed to the YLF:   The Governor’s Committee on Disability Issues and Employment, NW Fisheries Science Center/NOAA, Western Washington University, Employment Security Department, Division of Vocational Rehabilitation, Liberty Mutual Insurance Company, Camelot Society, non-profit agencies and private sector donors.  The majority of our speakers donate their time.

How will students be selected?
To be eligible for the Forum, students must:

· have a disability;

· be an incoming high school junior, senior or graduating senior as of July 1, 2016 (some age/grade exceptions may be made); or students still receiving services from their school district (age 16-21); and 
· Washington State resident.

1. The completed application packet must be to the GCDE office—either by email or U.S. Mail no later than June 1, 2016.

2. Applicants will be notified by email/letter by June 10, 2016, whether or not they have been selected, to attend the Forum.  

3. After being selected, students will be asked to fill out a confirmation form and parents will be asked to provide additional information on accommodations needed for their student to fully participate in the YLF.
4. All appropriate expenses will be paid by the Governor’s Committee including; travel, lodging, food, interpreters for students who are Deaf, assistive listening systems, personal care assistants for students with physical disabilities, etc.

There is NO CHARGE to you or your parents to attend this Forum!!
For additional information or to receive an application, contact:

Debbie Himes

YLF Program Coordinator

(360) 902-9362
Email:  dhimes@esd.wa.gov
(360) 586-4600 FAX

